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From the President
It has been quite a while between
editions of The Catch, but that
certainly does not mean things
have been quiet around the Club.
In true MBGLAC style, there has
been plenty happening both on
and off the water.
Since our last newsletter, we have
seen another fantastic BSR March
Marlin, the Dusky Challenge, the
always spirited Grudge Match,
and, after a great deal of effort,
the Fish Cleaning Pontoon finally
back in the water. This has been a
huge achievement for the Club
and a credit to everyone who has
helped push it along.
I would also like to give a very
special thank you to Blain
Sharman for the enormous
amount of work he has put into
our website and all things
technology. The current website,
and everything it offers our
members and visitors, has been no
small feat and is a real credit to
Blain’s time, skill and commitment.
Blain has now had to step away
from his responsibilities with the
Club to prioritise family, and we
sincerely thank him and wish him
all the very best.

Shane Mayberry

Lakeview Hotel Partnership

www.mbglac.com.au

We are pleased to let you know that the Lakeview Hotel is now
a major sponsor of MBGLAC through our annual trophy board,
game fishing sponsorship and Friday night raffles.
As part of this partnership, the Lakeview Hotel is offering free
membership to all MBGLAC members.
At this stage, membership benefits include:

10% off all food and beverages
a $20 voucher during your birthday month

To join, members simply need to complete a membership form.  
These are available at the club, or attached with this newsletter.
Completed forms can be emailed back to our admin address, .
We encourage all members to take advantage of this free offer
and support a business that is supporting our club.
New signage has been completed to confirm this ongoing
partnership and we are greatly appreciative of the ongoing
support provided by the Lakeview Hotel.



The Merimbula Big Game & Lakes Angling Club
proudly hosted the annual Tri-Estuary
Competitionon the 22  and 23  November 2025.  
We are again grateful for the sponsorship of
Coastaire and Elite Cuts & Barber.

nd rd

 
There were 36 anglers registered, 12 of whom were
juniors or small fry and only 4 ladies entered.

Fishing was tough over the weekend and some
categories went without anyone having caught any.  
There were no mulloway caught by adults or juniors
and only one bream was caught on bait by Ross
Cooper.  There was also no whiting caught by
juniors.  
 
Congratulations to all our competitors and prize
winners.

Tri-Estuary Competition
November 2025

-8-

Adults 1  Placest

Bream (Lure) - Nobby Holley - 388mm
Bream (Bait) - Julien Keller - 376mm
Dusky flathead - Stephen Dean - 730mm
Trevally - Brendon Pryor - 435mm
Whiting - Stephen Dean - 427mm
Tailor - Nobby Holley - 452mm
 
Adults 2  placend

Bream (Lure) - Glen Rollason - 380mm
Bream (Bait) - Ross Cooper - 332mm
Dusky flathead - Brendon Pryor - 715mm
Trevally - Nobby Holley - 422mm
Whiting - Nobby Holley - 345mm
Tailor - Glen Rollason - 340mm

Adults 3  placerd

Bream (Lure) - Shane Mayberry - 380mm
Dusky flathead - Ross Cooper - 655mm
Whiting - Glen Rollason - 294mm
Tailor - Stephen Dean - 335mm

Juniors (U16) 1  placest

Bream - Bronson Pryor - 390mm
Dusky flathead - Hudson Gilligan - 537mm
Trevally - Riley Holley - 441mm
Tailor - Sophie Holley - 512mm

Juniors (U16) 2  placend

Bream - Grace Umback - 321mm
Dusky flathead - Riley Holley - 520mm
Trevally - Hudson Gilligan - 425mm
Tailor - Riley Holley - 466mm

Juniors (U16) 3  placerd

Dusky flathead - Baxter Pryor - 505mm
Trevally - Baxter Pryor - 418mm
Tailor - Hudson Gilligan- 445mm

Julien Keller - Longest bream on
bait

Nobby Holley - Longest bream
on a lure

Brendon Pryor - Longest trevally Stephen Dean - Longest whiting

Bronson Pryor - Longest bream
for a junior

Hudson Gilligan- Longest dusky
flathead for a junior

Sophie Holley - Longest tailor
for a junior
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MONSTERMONSTERMONSTER
RAFFLERAFFLERAFFLE
MONSTER
RAFFLE

Our Monster Raffle has finished
raising over $16 000 for our club.
This continues to be a successful
fundraiser for our club contributing
much needed funds to continue to
maintain infrastructure such as the
Spencer Park Jetty, the fish cleaning
pontoon and the clubhouse itself.  

Our winners were drawn by Leif
Miller from Boss Outdoors on Sunday
29  March at the MBGLAC
clubrooms.

th

The winners were as follows:

1st Prize - Hobie kayak - Katy Frewen
- Eurora VIC

2nd Prize - Adult mountain bike or 2
kids bikes - Roger Ball - Tura Beach

3rd Prize - Yeti esky - Wendy
O'Brien - Wadonga VIC

4th Prize - $500 Tackle World
voucher - Peter Remmert - Tura
Beach.

A huge thank you to our sponsors
supporting our Monster Raffle this
year:

We appreciate the continued
support from our sponsors.



(L): Julien Keller longest bag adult, (R).

(L): Ian Neilsen 1st place adult, (R ) Stuart Greent 2
place

nd

(L): Lachlan Wilkins 2nd place & longest bag, junior.
(R ) Harry Grenfell, secret length junior.
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The Dusky Challenge was held over the weekend of
the 21st - 22nd February.  There were 38 registrations
including 7 juniors.  There were also 12 non-members
who registered to fish this competition.  Members
received a reduced price for entering.

Thanks to our sponsor:

Results - Adults
1  place - Ian Neilsen - 785mmst

2  place - Stuart Green - 714mmnd

3  place - Matthew Priem - 705mmrd

4  place - Shane Smith - 655mmth

Longest bag - Julien Kellar - total length 2602mm
Secret length 1 - Morgan Wood 
Secret Length 2 - Les Dirou

Results - Juniors
1  place - Cooper Keller - 768mmst

2  place - Lachlan Wilkins - 556mmnd

3  place - Deagan Harris - 545mmrd

Longest bag - Lachlan Wilkins - total length
2669mm
Secret length - Harry Grenfell

Congratulations to all who fished the competition
and those who won prizes.  Thank you for supporting
this event.

 Dusky Challenge
February 2026

Above:  (L) Matthew Priem 3  place adult, (R )
Deagan Harris 3  place junior.

rd

rd

Right:  Cooper Keller 1  place junior, Les Dirou
secret length adult .

st
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The Snapper Classic, held over the weekend of 30–31
May, delivered outstanding reef fishing and plenty
of excitement for all involved. 
A total of 25 anglers took part in the competition,
with some exceptional snapper landed across the
weekend.  Thanks to our sponsors for making this
competition possible:

Between competitors, 19 snapper measuring over
50cm were caught, 12 fish over 60cm and one
impressive snapper measuring over 70cm. 

Many of the larger snapper were photographed on
the measure mat before being released to swim
another day, which was great to see.

The longest snapper caught on bait measured an
impressive 755mm and the longest on a lure went
641mm. The junior and small fry anglers also had a
fantastic showing, with snapper measuring 680mm
and 615mm taking out their sections of the
competition.

Fish frames were also collected as part of the NSW
DPI Research Angler Program. All legal length
frames are valuable and help support this important
research. The program collects data that contributes
to ensuring quality recreational fishing opportunities
continue for favourite species into the future.
As part of this work, the earbones, or otoliths, are
used to determine the age of the fish. This age data
helps build a picture of the age structure of snapper
populations, showing how many fish there are of
each age in the stock. Over time, this information
helps evaluate the health of the species and track
how fish populations in NSW may be changing.
Overall, it was a brilliant weekend of fishing and a
great event for everyone who took part.

Snapper Classic
May 2026

Results were as follows:

ADULTS
1  Bait - Geoff McMahon - 755mmst

1  Lure - Fiona Beasley - 641mmst

2  Bait or Lure - Jasper Dulunty - 637mmnd

JUNIORS
1  longest - Baxter Pryor - 680mmST

2  longest - Bronson Pryor - 615mmnd

3  longest - Patrick Jeffrey - 335mmrd

Longest Bag (5)
Adult - Jasper Dulhunty - 2928mm
Junior - Bronson Pryor - 2275mm
Boat - Wait N Sea - 2687mm

Mystery Length (355mm)
David Bond 
Baxter Pryor

Lucky Angler
Roger Skitt

Geoff MacMahon - Longest snapper on bait.



David Bond won the mystery length and
accepted the boat prize for Wait n Sea.

Roger Skitt, winner of the lucky angler
prize.

Bronson Pryor, winner of 2  longest
snapper and longest bag of 5 for juniors.

nd

Baxter Pryor won the longest snapper
for juniors and a mystery length prize.
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Snapper Classic
May 2026

Longest bag of 5 for adults and 2
longest snapper winner, Jasper Dulhunty.

nd



Winner of the prize for Adult longest
snapper on a lure was Fiona Beasley.  

Below, Fiona with that snapper.

Two of the snapper caught on lures.
-10-

Snapper Classic
May 2026

You can take your fish frames to Bermagui
Bait & Tackle, Boss Outdoor Merimbula and
Eden Fisheries Office.  For other locations,
check out the other drop off points using the
QR code below.
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Our fish cleaning pontoon has now been BACK
IN THE WATER for approximately 5 months
and immediately saw fishos utilising it for fish
cleaning.  

This project has taken a mammoth effort, from
getting a crane to remove it from its resting
place at top lake, to transport costs to and
from Broadwater Engineering to undergo
repairs by South Coast Hire and Sapphire
Coast Cranes.  Wilson’s signs were involved in
updating all the signage and Eden Slipways
completed the new mooring, chains and
concrete blocks that had disappeared into the
sand bed whilst the pontoon was out of the
water. 
There were also some additional repairs
required after vandals let the pontoon loose
from the boat ramp while it was waiting to be
taken back to its mooring spot.
The MBGLAC is incredibly grateful to those
who donated to assist in getting the pontoon
back in the water - South Coast Hire and
Pambula Motorfest.  The donation of funds and
services has helped meet the costs associated
with returning the pontoon in working order.  
Half of the maintenance was funded by the
Bega Valley shire Council as part of the
agreement between the MBGLAC and them.  
The remainder, except for a couple of thousand
will be covered by Transport NSW Boating
Infrastructure Maintenance Grant.  
In addition to the funds required, it takes the
time of volunteer members to coordinate grant
applications, assist with the moving of and
coordination of different services, resulting in
hours of work.

Fish Cleaning Pontoon UPDATE
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The annual Grudge Match between Eden,
Pambula and Merimbula fishing clubs took
place over the weekend of May 15 - 17 .
Pambula were our hosts this year and we all
came together for a friendly BBQ lunch.

th

In the end it came down to a few points.  We
thought we had it in the bag, but it turns out,
there was a mistaken fish identity between a
bonito and a striped tuna.  Alas, our pre-
celebrations of glory were quickly dashed upon
inspection of the fish and we lost out to Eden
again!  This time by one pesky point for a
Wrasse worth 6 points.  The rivalry continues.
We did retain the cup between Pambula and
Merimbula though, so we did not come home
empty handed.  
Thanks again for hosting to our Pambula
neighbors.  Let’s hope we can be victorious when
we host in 2027.

2026 Grudge Match

2026-20272026-2027
MEMBERSHIPSMEMBERSHIPS

NOW DUE!NOW DUE!
2026-2027

MEMBERSHIPS
NOW DUE!

You should have all received
your membership renewal
letters by now.  Membership
monies are due now as the new
year starts from 1  June 2026.
If you have not yet received
your renewal letter, or are yet to
pay, You can go to our
MBGLAC website here: .  This
page provides details on how to
pay via direct debit and you
can fill in the online form to let
us know you are renewing.

st

 

https://www.mbglac.com.au/membership-pay-my-direct-debit/


The Game Fish Tagging Program is the largest saltwater tagging program of its kind in the world and has
been in operation since 1973.

It is used to obtain information on the biology (distribution, movement, growth, exploitation) of billfish,
tunas, sharks and sport fish and encourages game fishers to participate in the management of the fishery.

This is a great time to remind all anglers and boats to return their completed tag cards to their local game
fishing club or directly back to the tagging program. All tag cards have a replied paid on the back so they

can simply be placed into your closest mailbox. Alternatively, completed tag cards can be emailed to
gamefish.tagging@dpird.nsw.gov.au

A big thank you to all those anglers and clubs who have been promptly submitting their tag cards!
We are still awaiting the original release information for many recaptured fish from both this season and

past seasons. Please have a look around and send back your completed cards, even if they are several
years old as they may still match up with a recaptured fish that is in the database. The data and

information on every individual tag card plays an important role in understanding the movement and
distribution of game fish and pelagic species.

Also, if you are lucky enough to catch a tagged fish, be sure to report it online by using the online
recapture form linked which can be found here: Game fish recapture form

The NSW Government’s Game Fish Tagging Program is a great example of your fishing fees at work!

All things Game Fishing

-12-

Game Fish Tagging Program 
Reminder to Return Tag Cards!

 COTW Results - Southern Zone
August 2025

September 2025

October 2025

November 2025

mailto:gamefish.tagging@dpird.nsw.gov.au
https://nsw.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e278e4fb9bffcca807fdcd7fb&id=572456e8ce&e=6ad7f58031


All things Game Fishing
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BSR March Marlin
A huge thanks to all our sponsors of this year’s
March Marlin, as shown below. This year our major
sponsor was BSR - Big Smart Reels.

The major prize from BSR was an electric reel to
the value of $6999.  Gary McKeahnie was pretty
impressed when his grandson, very keen fisho,
Braxton, was the recipient of this lucky entry prize.

Braxton Benn was the winner of the lucky angler prize.
Here he is with his prize of the $6999 electric reel with
captain and grandfather, Gary McKeahnie.

Winners of the Champion boat prize with 91500
points was Double Strike, with Matt Warmsley, Lea
Hoath and Alex Walmsley.  Lea also won the
Ladies Champion.
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All things Game Fishing

Chris McKeahnie, winner of the
prize for fishing 3 days only.

Matt Walmsley accepting
the junior prize for his
nephew Alex Walmsley.

Peter McMahon won the travelling
angler prize, but chose to donate
it back, and was then won by Alex
Walmsley over Ian Gullock.

Stewart Jeffrey won the
highest point score by a male
angler 50 000 points.

Kerry Chippendale won the second
highest point score by a male angler
with 40 000 points.

Trevor Chippendale accepting
the prize for 3  highest boat
point score for Sea Hog.

rd

HIGHEST POINT SCORING BOAT - Don O'Connell Trophy - Double Strike - 6 days for 9 marlin      
91500 pts
SECOND HIGHEST POINT SCORING BOAT -3 Phase - 4 days for 8 marlin 80 000 pts
3RD HIGHEST POINT SCORING BOAT - Sea Hog - 4 days for 4 marlin 40 000 pts

HIGHEST POINT SCORING ANGLER OVER 3 DAYS - Kris McKeahnie 1 trip for 1 marlin

HIGHEST POINT SCORING MALE ANGLER - Stewart Jeffries - 5 marlin for 50 000 pts
SECOND HIGHEST POINT SCORING MALE ANGLER - Kerry Chippendale - marlin 40 000 pts

HIGHEST POINT SCORING FEMALE ANGLER - Leanne Hoath - 6 marlin 61500 pts

HIGHEST POINT SCORING JUNIOR ANGLER - Alex Walmsley - Tagged his 1  marlin on 24kg - 10
000pts

st

FIRST MARLIN TAGGED BY ANY ANGLER - Alex Walmsley - first marlin - 4.3.2026

TRAVELLING ANGLER LUCKY DRAW PRIZE Peter Macmahon drawn. Offered a redraw. Alex
Walmsley won on 2nd drawing from Ian Gullock.



All things Game Fishing
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 COTW Results - Southern Zone Cont...

December 2025 January 2026

February 2026 March 2026

April 2026

www.mbglac.com.au

Tag us to show off your catch 
@mbglac 
#mbglac

https://www.instagram.com/mbglac/
https://www.facebook.com/MBGLAC
http://www.mbglac.com.au/
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Coming Events. . . . . .

Bookings are now being taken for our annual seafood dinner.

Bookings can be made, either at the club on Friday night’s or by phoning Phil Jacobs
on 0403 409 879.

Bookings will be confirmed once payment is received.  All payments must be received
by Friday 12  June 2026 in order to confirm your booking.th

Payments can be made on Friday night’s at the club over the bar or by direct deposit
to:
MBGLAC 
BSB:  802-124
A/C No:  100077906
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Coming Events. . . . . .



 

 

Membership Form 
 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  

Name  
Address  
Birthday Month  

Phone Number  

Email  

Preferred Contact Text Email Phone (please circle option) 

Favourite Drink  
Favourite Food  

Signature  
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