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The Catch - July 2021
Hi Members,
I was hoping to be able to celebrate our annual trophy winners in this addition – but the
COVID pandemic decided otherwise.
I have a few very important messages that I need to get across to members, and we do
need to celebrate what turned out to be a very successful 40th Merimbula Open Game
Fish Tournament.

Presentation Night revised date 24 July 2021
Our world is one thing, consistent!!

Our scheduled Presentation Night was cancelled initially erring on
the side of caution, and then the following day reinforced by
heightened restrictions that would have made it impractical to hold
the event, any way.
It is rescheduled for the 24th and only a very brave man would be confident that the
pandemic will not play further interference with that date.
We will keep members updated via direct emails.
Irrespective of what transpires a huge thanks to our
Presentation Night Sponsors, The Lakie, Bianchini Gelati and
Twofold Carpentry.

40th Merimbula Open

Pambula Village

The Merimbula Open was help over the June Long Weekend. It was, like everything a
challenge for the SubCommittee to manage. Lockdowns and then inclement weather
forecasts saw many hours of phone calls and meetings to encourage ourselves to “hold
the line”. And that we did, and it turned out a ripper with 36 competitors and 65
participating in our Tournament Dinner.
Full details in the report under.
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40th Merimbula Open
The 40th Merimbula Open Game
Fishing Tournament was held
over the weekend of 12th to 14th
June 2021.
With Victorians still largely in
lockdown due to the insidious
COVID pandemic our numbers
were going to be lower than
hoped. Melbourne boats were
stuck in Melbourne and local
boats’ crews were also unable to
come up.
Adding to our concerns was the
Geoff McMahon with his winning cheque
long range forecast that rightly
put a few local teams off. Never
the less we had 12 teams register including two teams from outside our local area – a
great result and thanks for the confidence displayed, resulting in a great weekend.
The registration and briefing was
successfully held progressively over Friday
afternoon, only for teams to wake on
Saturday to the predicted gale warning,
which required us to cancel the days fishing
activities.
Sunday’s forecast was looking better but
our friends at the Bureau of Meteorology
had kept their gale warning in place for the
5am weather forecast update. Again the
days planned activities were placed on hold.
Fortunately the gale warning was lifted at
the 10am update so fishing for the 2021
Open commenced at 10:15am. A lot of
boats had rolled the dice and were already
on the water in anticipation of the lifting of
the gale warning so results started to be
reported within the hour.
Reel Jem reported two tagged Yellowfin by
11:10am and Called In Sick 2 reported a
Geoff with his winning 66kg Yellowfin Tuna
captured Bronze Whaler by 11:51am.
Trevor Chippendale on his boat Sea Hog reported the first trophy Yellowfin at 4:16 pm
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estimated at over 60kg. A few trophy Yellowfin had been hooked but anglers were not
able to bring to the boat.
The Tournament Dinner Sunday night
was a huge success with plenty of
stories flowing around, as is the norm
when us fishermen all get together.
Monday dawned with a clear run to the
grounds. The days fishing was extended
to make up for the lost Saturday. Ellise
Walker was the first to put points on the
board with a striped tuna. Ellise, a small
fry was on fire with a further three over
the balance of the day.
Heather Sutterby on Remarkable was
the first to report a trophy Yellowfin at
10:34am, with Geoff McMahon on Sea
Hog following closely behind with
another trophy Yellowfin capture.

Team Remarkable with Heather's 58.5kg
Yellowfin Tuna

Kane presenting Trevor with his 2nd heaviest
Yellowfin Tuna prize

Lee with his 96.5kg Bronze Whaler
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Sea Hog also reported the tag and release of a further two Yellowfin at 12:45pm.
Meanwhile Snappy Tom with a game plan to
maximize fishing time by staying in close and
targeting the shark prizes was starting to get
results from berlying with Alan Wilkins
reporting the tag and release of a bronze
whaler at 1:13 pm. Snappy (Rob Wood) also
fought a solid bronzy shortly afterwards only
to break off after an hour.
The weigh in at the Club Rooms was a great
event with many members and partners
present to witness the weighing in of these
trophy Yellowfin.

Jemma with her Yellowfin Tuna

The hard luck story for the weekend goes to
Jemma Pollock on Reel Jem who fought a
Yellowfin for 3.5 hours only to have it sharked
at the boat. The fish would have weighted well
over 70kg. We were all heartbroken for Jemma,
but at least they managed to get a good feed of

fish from what the shark left.

Prize Winners

Captures
Heaviest Yellowfin by a Senior
Geoff McMahon on Sea Hog 66kg (2504.7
points)
2nd Heaviest Yellowfin by a Senior
Trevor Chippendale on Sea Hog 63.5kg
(2318.54 points)
3rd Heaviest Yellowfin by a Senior
Heather Sutterby on Remarkable 58.5kg
(1967.79 points)
Heaviest Shark by a Senior
Bronze Whaler Lee Donavan on Called In
Sick 2 96.5 kg (377.2 points)
Highest Point Score Boat all Gamefish
Sea Hog @ 4823.11 points
An excited Ellise
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Highest Point Score Individual Gamefish
Geoff McMahon 2504.7 points
Tag & Release
Highest T&R Point Score total Yellowfin
by a Senior
Geoff McMahon 1150 points
Highest T&R Point Score total Yellowfin
by a Boat
Sea Hog 2150 points
Highest T&R Point Score for shark by a
Boat
Snappy Tom 3450 points
Highest T&R Point Score Striped Tuna
by Small Fry or Junior
Ellise Walker on Iceman – 4 Striped
Tuna 49 points
Presidents Prize
Jemma Pollock 3.5 hour battle on a
Yellowfin only to loose at boat by a
shark.
An event like our Open would not be
possible without a huge team of helpers
and our loyal sponsors and supporters.

An excited Heather

Huge thanks to:
Sanchia Glaskin, who runs our Tournament Base with the professionalism that comes
from her years of experience and always quick to pass on that experience to us – for
which we are very appreciative.
Lynette Haar, this year managed all our catering at the Club Rooms
Merrily Bell, always there to help out at all three functions with both catering and raffle
ticket sales
The Ticket Scrunchers – too many to
mention and a key job
Keryn Wilkins, manages our money
and also the recording – a full time
job over the weekend
Darragh Reynolds, there to run the
bar every time we need him
Game Fish SubCommittee, Rob
Wood, Paul Jones, Dylan Smith, Craig
Woolley, Heather Sutterby, Chris
Dargon, you guys set the parameters
and secured the incredible sponsor
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ship that ensures we have a tournament to be proud of
Snappy (Rob Wood) deserves a special mention – our mentor and guide that provides
the timely reminder that we need to ensure everything gets done
And then our sponsors:
Below provides the complete list of our sponsors and supporters – please support them
and thank them when you get the chance.
Special call out to McKill’s Tree Services, our major tournament sponsor. Huge thanks
Kane, your ongoing support makes this all possible.
Arcuthi Hairdresser and Tanning
Batemans Bay Fish Moulds
Bega Cheese
Bega Landscape Supplies
Bermagui Bait and Tackle
Betta Electrical
Black Magic
Clark Lures
Club Sapphire
Commonwealth Bank
David Griffiths Lawyers
Direct Chemist Tura Beach
Eden Outboards – Mobile Servicing
Foodworks Liquor Pambula
Forma Sign
Fraser Marine
Georgies Fine Jewellers
GME
Goodyear Autocare Merimbula
Grapevine Pizza
Headland Charters
Jason Harley
Lakeview Hotel

McKill Tree Services
McKay Oysters
Mitre 10 Pambula
Merimbula Aquarium & Warf Restaurant
Merimbula Jewellers, Engraving and
Trophies
Merimbula Mowers and Marine
Merimbula Outboard Services
Merimbula RSL
National Bushfire Recovery Agency
Nolans
Pickles
Rankin Builders
Reel Affair
Robert Smith Homemakers and Sleep
Doctor
Sapphire Coast Automotive
Sapphire Funerals
Sapphire Marine and Automotive
Squizzy’s Tyres
Streaker Marine
Splash N Dash Car and Boat Wash
Swannies Clothing
Tackle World Merimbula
Tura Beach Country Club
Wheelers Oysters

Congratulations to all participants for a great weekend. Already looking forward to
2022.
Peter Haar
President
MBGLAC
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Upcoming Events

18th July – Salmon Sunday
Salmon Sunday our mid winter social at the beach, is scheduled for Sunday 18 July. The
whole event is a BBQ social based on an early morning fish. The rules are simple; No
entry fee! Just fish for Australian Salmon off the beach based from the Haycock Beach
BBQ area. Final Tally for fun prizes (DPI Brag Mat lengths) is no later than 12.00 noon.
The site is the Haycock Beach Parking area in the Ben Boyd National Park - with lawns
and BBQ supplied! The site is easily reached via the Haycock turnoff; 5km north of Eden
and an easy drive to the Picnic site at the roads end. The road is in reasonable condition.
This is an opportunity for a lovely social BBQ. All we need to do is maintain sensible
social DISTANCING! The BBQ will commence early at 12.00 noon (it is mid winter). The
Club will supply Sausages, Bread and Sauces, All else please bring as you see fit.

2 August – Annual General Meeting
All committee positions are there to be contested.
We have been undermanned since I stepped in in November 2019 and we need more
members to volunteer to help run this great club of ours.
Committee membership is an opportunity to do just that. It is also a chance to influence
outcomes that reflect better the needs of our members. Something I believe we can do
much better in.
If you are unhappy with the directions we are taking the Club, step up, nominate for a
Committee Position and redirect through your participation on the Committee.
If you are happy with the direction we are going, step up, nominate for a Committee
Position and help your Committee.
A huge welcome to all our new members. We have had a mini explosion over the past
few months, and that’s a great compliment thanks for your trust.
I did say last month that we need to “focus on fishing” more. Activities, relevant to all
members, fishing workshops, club social fishing events, guest speakers and the like.
But we also need administrators that can help manage the ever growing admin and
financial management workload of this great Club.
If you think you have the time and commitment to help, please nominate. If unclear, give
me a call.
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9/10 of October - Grudge Match – Eden has the conch this year and they have
indicated that at this point they would like to convene in October. Details as they come
to hand
29 to 30 October - Mex Williams Dusky Trip Away
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Merchandise

We love to see our members, their families and friends proudly displaying our
merchandise and apparel, supporting our Brand and showing that they are members of
this great 85 year old club….So don’t be shy…. Club apparel up!
We have the following merchandise in stock:
Club Shirts.
These are the highest quality, Australian Made and Owned, SPF 50 Rated shirts available.
They are the same price as the original shirts first ordered in 2010 and are still going. Made by
Big Fish Gear in the NT, these shirts are just $65 each.
Available in LONG and SHORT Sleeves!
All sizes are currently in stock.
Children’s sizes are only available by order. Children’s Sizes are 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12,14
Adult Sizes are: XS – Same as Children’s 16, SMALL , MED, LARGE, XL, 2XL, 3XL , 4XL, 5XL

Floppy Hats $20ea
A recent addition to the merchandise suite is the floppy hat. Very lightweight, breathable and
super sun smart. A must for all sun smart fishos!
Available in Sizes 55,57,59,61 for $20 each.
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Stocks are limited, so get in quick.
Purchased from Eagle Embroidery in Bega.

Club Caps Supplied by Eagle Embroidery in Bega.
In stock $15ea

Brag Mats $10ea - Purchased from DPI NSW
A must for all members who want to log a fish on the Lakeview Trophy Board. The DPI Brag Mat
is our standard measure for all length measured species.
Available for $10 each
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Logo Boat and Car Stickers
Help advertise our club… Proudly display one or several of these
on your cars and your boat.
We offer three sizes of our logo on quality vinyl adhesive backed
material proudly manufactured locally by Wilsons Signs of
Pambula.
Sizes and prices are:
100mm diameter - Small $5
200mm diameter - Medium $10
300mm diameter - Large $20

LOGO Keyrings $10
Locally hand crafted - right here in Merimbula, these premium quality key rings are not only
functional, they make great affordable gifts and souvenirs for family and friends.

Stubby Holders $6 – Hot off the Press…… NEW DESIGN!!!
NOW IN STOCK!!
Made and Purchased from Vanda Graphics in Melbourne.
A wonderful photo encapsulating the magnificent views from our clubrooms and taken
overlooking Merimbula lake, our fishing club jetty and the Merimbula bar, (courtesy of member
Urs Buhlman from “Bearstock”) this is the perfect functional gift, souvenir or “must have” tackle
box item.
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We will be looking at other lines as well and if you have ideas on something you would like to see
the club look into, please do not hesitate to contact us on facebook or via our website
www.mbglac.com.au

In Closing
Another Catch will be released immediately after our Presentation and this should
contain your executive’s annual reports in preparation for the AGM.
In the mean time let’s continue to fish and share the joy
Stay safe and tight lines.
Peter Haar
President
Merimbula Big Game & Lakes Angling Club
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